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ABSTRACT 
 
"The challenge, I believe, is to recognise that the national historical record consists of 
divergent, unequal but intertwining histories. These intersecting strands of history can 
never be smoothed into a single national narrative but they nevertheless produce a 
common symbolic field of interrelated experiences, stories, and memories which we can 
call our collective heritage. After all, Indigenous and non-indigenous Australians have a 
very long history of co-existence, a history of ugly conflict and violence but also, often 
against the odds, of cooperation and cross-cultural exchange. There is room for both 
pride and shame, celebration and remorse, triumph and tragedy. Perhaps this is what 
'reconciliation' is all about: it is about a cross-cultural conversation which could lead to 
the building of a new, intercultural common ground, where a shared 'heritage' is created 
and made, rather than simply preserved, through the sharing of different perspectives on 
the past." Professor Ien Ang 
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